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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 1-41 are allowed. 



Reasons for Allowance 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 1 , the reference do not disclose a vehicle including an 
arrangement for controlling deployment of a side airbag with the following: determining 
means for determining position of at least a part of occupant; a control circuit coupled to 
the determining means for controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the 
determined position of the at least a part of occupant; wherein the determining means 
having at least one receiver arranged to receive electromagnetic wave from space 
above a seat portion and processor coupled to a receiver to generate a signal 
representative of the position of occupant base on waves received by the receiver. 
These structures in combination with other structure recited in claim 1 define over prior 
art of record. 

Regarding claims 5 and 17, the reference do not disclose a vehicle including an 
arrangement for controlling deployment of a side airbag with the following: determining 
means for determining position of at least a part of occupant; a control circuit coupled to 
the determining means for controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the 
determined position of the at least a part of occupant; wherein the determining means 
having a transmitter arranged to transmit wave into space above seat portion of the 
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seat, a receiver arranged to receive waves transmitted by the transmitter from space 
above the seat portion, and a processor coupled to the receiver to generate signal 
representative of the position of occupant based on the waves received by the receiver. 
These structures in combination with other structure recited in claims 5 and 17 define 
over prior art of record. 

Regarding claim 10, the reference do not disclose a vehicle including an 
arrangement for controlling deployment of a side airbag with the following: determining 
means for determining position of at least a part of occupant; a control circuit coupled to 
the determining means for controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the 
determined position of the at least a part of occupant; wherein the control circuit being 
arranged to control deployment of the side airbag by suppressing deployment of the 
side airbag, to control a time at which deployment of the side airbag starts, to control the 
rate of gas flow into the side airbag, and to control the rate of gas flow out of the side 
airbag . These structures in combination with other structure recited in claim 10 define 
over prior art of record. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the reference do not disclose a vehicle including an 
arrangement for controlling deployment of a side airbag with the following: determining 
means for determining whether an occupant is present in a seat; a control circuit 
coupled to the determining means for controlling deployment of the side airbag based 
on whether an occupant is present in a seat; wherein the determining means having at 
least one receiver arranged to receive electromagnetic wave from space above a seat 
portion and processor coupled to a receiver to generate a signal representative of the 
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presence or absence of an occupant in the seat. These structures in combination with 
other structure recited in claim 1 1 define over prior art of record. 

Regarding claims 24, 28 and 32, the references do not disclose a method for 
controlling deployment of a side airbag with the following steps: determining a position 
of at least a part of the occupant by transmitting waves into a space above a seat 
portion of the seat, receiving waves from the space above the seat portion; generating a 
signal representative of the position of the at least a part of the occupant based on the 
received waves; and controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the determined 
position of the occupant. These structures in combination with other structure recited in 
claims 24, 28 and 32 define over prior art of record. 

Regarding claim 31, the references do not disclose a method for controlling 
deployment of a side airbag with the following steps: determining a position of at least a 
part of the occupant, controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the determined 
position of the occupant; wherein the step of controlling the side airbag having a steps 
of suppressing deployment of the side airbag, controlling a time at which deployment of 
the side airbag starts, controlling a rate of gas flow into the side airbag, and controlling a 
rate of gas flow out of the side airbag. These structures in combination with other 
structure recited in claim 31 define over prior art of record. 

Regarding claim 37, the reference do not disclose a method for controlling 
deployment of a side airbag with the following steps: determining whether an occupant 
is present in a seat by receiving waves from space above a seat portion; generating a 
signal representative of the present or absence of an occupant in the seat based on the 



Application/Control Number: 09/737,138 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3619 

received wave; controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the presence or 
absence of an occupant in a seat; and wherein the step of receiving waves having the 
step of arranging a receiver capable of receiving electromagnetic waves in the vehicle in 
a position to receive electromagnetic waves from the space above the seat portion. 
These structures in combination with other structure recited in claim 37 define over prior 
art of record. 

Regarding claim 41, the reference do not disclose a method for controlling 
deployment of a side airbag with the following steps: determining whether an occupant 
is present in a seat; controlling deployment of the side airbag based on the presence or 
absence of an occupant in the seat; the step of controlling deployment of the side airbag 
having a step of suppressing deployment of the side airbag, controlling a time at which 
deployment of the side airbag starts, controlling a rate of gas flow into the side airbag, 
and controlling a rate of gas flow out of the side airbag. These structures in combination 
with other structure recited in claim 41 define over prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan To whose telephone number is (703) 306-5951. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai, can be reached on (703) 308-2486. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-2571. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703)305-1113. 
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C'JPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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